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ABSTRACT

India of 2 century has ushered into an era of coalition poditiThe fractured mandate and proliferation of
political parties have made coalitions a necestitgttain the required majority and form the gowament. Thus, the study of
the formation and breaking of coalitions becomegdrative to understand the contemporary discoufgeottics in India.
This paper seeks to understand the dynamics dbtheation of a coalition government in India. Thiaper is divided into
four parts. The first part deals with the rise agrdwth of the coalition government in India. Parbtdeals with the theories
related to coalition formation and types of coalitigovernment prevalent in India. Part three deaith the dynamics of

formation of the coalition government in India goat four deals with a conclusion.
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INTRODUCTION

The formation of the coalition government has bee@morm in India not only at the national level &ilso at the
level of states. The heterogeneous fabric of Indizgiety in terms of caste, culture, religion, cggilanguage etc. has acted
as a catalyst in the development of different disiems of the coalition politics in the country. éftthe fall of “one-party
system”, the formation of government in India bgiagle party has become a distant dream. In thesiclal paradigm of
parliamentary democracy consisting of elected mpratives, it was assumed that the majority wiltf the government
and minority will lead the opposition. The problenese when no party was able to garner the majoirgats in parliament
to form the single -party government, usheringhia ¢ra of coalition formations and coalition pabti This phenomenon is
very common in a country where diversification dffielent basis exists in a society. The size anulgbity of India make it
all the more important to understand the dynamic®alition formation, non —formation, and breakofgcoalitions in India.

The term coalition is derived from the Latin worcbélition” means to grow together. Etymologicallyatition
means a combination of bodies or parts into ong.dadhe political system, it means that sometjuall Parties or groups
will come together and form an alliance in ordeex@rcise control over political power. Accordirgprof. Ogg “coalition
is a cooperative arrangement under which distindtigal parties or at all events members of suahtips unites to form
a government or ministry.” Roger Scruton definealition in ‘A Dictionary of Political Thought’ asPolitical alliance of
distinct parties or persons who preserve theittipaliidentities”. Thus, a coalition is an activity growing together on the

principle of cooperation & coordination. It is alfiance on a temporary basis for a joint action.

| I mpact Factor (JCC): 3.7985 - Thisarticle can be downloaded from www.impactjournals.us




[ 168 Richa Gautam |

Coalition politics centers on political parties fitay the game of politics to capture power whichults in the
formation of a coalition government. Although na&tucomposition, stability etc. of coalition diffEom country to country
according to the socio -political fabric of the atny, the reasons for their emergence remainsaheesThe main reasons
for the emergence of coalition politics are

- Contrary to popular belief, a coalition governmisrd result rather than the cause of political star€he electorate
resort to alternatives when they are dissatisfigl thie single majority rule and the party failsudfill the changing needs of
the people. Some the single party gets split aniaan alternative to the present regime adoptiddferent approach. In
such circumstance coalitions become inevitable.

- The emergence of coalition politics can also beetato the fundamental changes in the structursooiety.
Depending on socio-cultural and economic divisiohsociety, the needs and interests of the massgsin such a situa-
tion, it becomes difficult for a single party toteato the variegated and heterogeneous need gfetbple. This leads to
mushrooming of small parties and a fractured vémdfdch necessitates the formation of the coalition

Rise and Growth of Coalition Government in India

The advent of Britishers led to unprecedented ipalitunification of modern India. It ushered in tbencept of
“Unity in diversity” in modern India. The historithackground of Indian national movement led to @athgress dominated
politics and government in India after independemegia has been a multi -ethnic, multilingual andlti-cultural society,
the colonial precedents made India a “single pdotyinated system” (Yadav, 1993) or “Congress sys{&mthari, 1962).
After independence Indian National Congress watig national party which commanded popularity aespect of the
people. This party undoubtedly had a mass baseyess root base in India. It continuously ruledettefed for the first
three general elections to the House of People Gaitha) in 1952, 1957 and 1962.

But, gradually the needs and aspirations of diffefeactions like caste, religion, language, regiett. started
finding refuge in alternatives to Congress partylififierent states of India. Thus, the mushroomihgadlitical parties and
fractured election results made coalition governnegvitable.

The weakening of Congress party as a system aagagy (leaders leaving Congress party framing then local
& regional party at the state level.) an its faglto cater to needs and aspirations of peopleffefdint communities or region
and to realize the dream shown at the time of iaddpnce (made people not only to look out for aéttive to Congress but
also to form one to render the greatest servitee@eople of their region. This led to mushroonohgolitical parties at the
state level.

The Presence of these small parties and theircgaation in the LOK Sabha led to the fractured nsedvhere
no party gained majority and coalition (alliancenfiation) became necessary to form the governmanthis alliances
sometimes the small parties with higher bargaimiagier became instrumental information, non -forova& breaking of
the coalition & hence the government.

Today, the coalition is regarded as thing of pagiree party dominant coalition) is emerging. B, ¢oalitions are
not just meant to form or break the government. dldays, they are also regarded as a means to nagevbrnment more

democratic catering to needs & aspirations ofedtisns of the society.
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Theories and Types of Coalition Government in India

There are two set of theories on coalition politidse set consists of a) Power Maximization anBdljcy Based
Theories. These are concerned with coalition erpants and trace their nature. The second set ¢temsdis) Electoral
System Theory and b) The social cleavage Theorg. Setond set of theory deals with the theoriehefparty system.
The inclusion of the electoral system and sociediehge theory becomes important to understandiooafiolitics in India
as the limited western theorization is insufficiémiexplain and analyze the complexity, dynamicsi pluralism of Indian
Coalitions.

Power Maximization theory holds that in the coalitformed under compulsion of power each partynigartant
for the formation/ survival of coalition and thes$er the number of parties, the larger is the papat is guaranteed to
each party. But, in Policy -Based Theories coalitioe formed by like-minded parties which lie adjatcon the ideological
scale and are not incompatible on major issues fgduces the number of coalition partners. ThaselP Maximization
theories predict the formation of Minimum Winningaition system and Policy Based Theories, on therchand, predict
the formation of Minimum Connected Winning CoalitidcHowever, there is also a third situation whesenall party may be
insignificant in number but has large bargainingspoand its presence in the coalition is imperatbrats survival.

In plurality electoral system like India, the pwl#l parties try to better its share of votes aedts It makes a
coalition to move from long -term electoral gainsshort -term Power Maximization. In such a systampetition and
suspicion is quite high as one swing in the pdaltgupport can increase or decimate a party. Ttialstleavage theory holds
that the party system reflects the principle clg@gain society.

Coalitions found in India are generally of four é&g (Narain, 1972)

- The first type is one in which there are a dominaauty and one or more small parties who cannanhe
government even if they move out of the coalitidhe left front coalition in West Bengal was an exdanof this type of
coalition.

- The second type is one of that of equal partneesticed in Kerala as socioeconomic forces arerizeld almost
equally between Congress and CPI (M).

- A united front of several like-minded parties fodg®ainly to keep at bay a perceived fearful commoemy. The
non-congress governments after the 1967 genewlaien states are an example of this.

- A national government formed to face an overridiragional crisis such as war or invasion by an endfoy
instance, Churchill government in Britain during tSecond World War. When after the 1989 electibnsi§ parliament’
plagued Indian democracy, Atal Bihari Vajpayee gtheeidea of national government including Congtessverride the
crisis.

A coalition formed in India is generally a cocktall the four types.

The Dynamics of Formation of Coalition Governmentm India

India of initial years after independence has be€wongress dominated the political system. The @msgsystem

worked uninterrupted mainly because Congress fopgéwnage links with regional and local influehlgaders thus creating

a chain of authority that stretched from the capmiy to villages. The internal democracy of tharty created a healthy
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environment for the party to flourish and creatsoaial base for itself. The Congress party dorethah almost all the
states with few exceptions like Jammu and Kashmdt Kerala. Congress was although making its preséeit in the
Indian mainland, it was unable to cater to the segutl aspirations of fringe communities which fowedlization in the
form of state and regional formations. This viewswaanifested through the fact that the dominanc€mfigress was

vehemently opposed in state assembly electionsithiaok Sabha.

There also emerged dissenting patterns simultahewithin the state politics challenging the domibaattern of
politics. The parties with different ideologicalrpeasions from that of the Congress mobilized peopl different issues.
Apart from this, the faction leaders within Congreseated their respective social bases resultitha formation of non-
congress government in 1967. The dominance of tmgess started to decline from the mid of the $980e party system
that emerged in the 1960s and continued till 198eé states was a bipolarized one where a degletingress party was
confronted with a united opposition in most of shate. The post -1967 election saw the emergermatisfongress alliances

in state after state

It withessed the rise of rural rich or the “KulalesSpecially in the areas which reaped the fruGafen Revolution
like Yadavs and Kurmis in Bihar and eastern U.B ilaU.P, Haryana, and Punjab. They mainly focusedgrarian agenda,
regional issues and demanded a revamping of céairaglations. These leaders in due course gradtatbe the national
level leaders but continued to draw their streffigtin regional/state politics. The appointment ofdiMial Commission” and

reservation for the backward caste by Janata Batty new trend for national and state politics.

This phase started with the revamping of Indiantiéslaround religion and Caste. Three “M” colptited to
the change of electoral competition in Indian kdif'Yadav, 1999). These three “M” were Mandal,nidia, and Market.
“. all the three offered the possibility of creatinew cleavages that cut across the establishestagje structure and
thus engaging in a new kind of political mobilizati Eventually, not all the three cleavages coelddttivated in politics, at
least not in the same degree. But the simultaméitigis change did result in a transition of thectbral system and allowed
several latent forces to surface in “electoral axd? (Yadav, 1999). The Mandal led to the inteimttbetween caste and
electoral politics resulting in traditionalisatiof politics on one hand and politicization of castethe other. (Brass, 1965).
The electoral process became a route to sociallityobind awakened to the political weight of numband community,
caste dominated the political scene in Bihar frammid-1980s. Dalit's and Backward caste thus addeelw dimension to
the state politics. In making politics their sphefectivity, caste and kin groups, got a chancasgert their identity and to

strive for positions.

This phase also saw the rise of BJP as a majatiqadlforce. The expansion of BJP has mainly beas th the
decline of Congress, the aggressive mobilizaticatesyy based on the ideology of Hindutva whictdibgted from the late
1980s and its strategy of alliance formation. Alewith it, the Mandir issue brought religion to fleeefront of Indian Politics.
Both these politics thrive in a situation of thégie-cultural plurality on the one hand and uneesonomic development on
the other. Caste and religion dominated also becthey had sound vote base (electoral issue) amdsiteasy to mobilize
people around them other identities like languaggion, ethnicity, tribes often dominated the paditof India. But because

of their less electoral mileage and numerical gfilencould not get politicized.
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A direct corollary of the expansion of represewtatbf OBC, Dalit, Women and regional identity greug that the
number of political parties or groups which haveseged as claimants fighting for the representaticthese newly socially
empowered and assertive identity groups has aldtiptred around identity -based sectional interestsis rise of regional
parties is also attributed to the decline of Cosgrethich on one hand increased their bargainingep@nd made them

significant coalition partners on the other.

In today’s politics, where development is the ageafipolitical parties, the elections are still gt on identities
(caste & religion especially). India is still to twess political mobilization based on developmeageraa. Identity-based
political mobilization are major electoral aims ahds, it provide a fertile ground for the risersw identities and social
stratification (New Jatis, Mahadalit within Daluslim women, increase in list of minorities arst bf SCs. STs and OBCs,
demand of various castes for SC/ST status, statiin of OBCs) has further strengthened coalibased government

formation.

CONCLUSIONS

The dynamics of the formation of coalition goverminéeads us to the conclusion that “caste andicgligas
identities have played a major role in the formatd coalitions. This was manifested through thakeming of Congress as
the major leader in national and state governnpartitical mobilization around caste and religiodseritities and proliferation
of political parties around these identities whirovided political alternatives to people to chotseir government. The

renewed focus on identity -based politics reinferbe importance of coalition -based governmemnbédion.
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